
 

June 1st, 2020 

 

Dear Glen Rock Parents, 

 

With the events of this past week, we watched videos of cities across our country burning with 

peaceful protests that in many communities became violent. We saw protest organizers and 

political leaders pleading for peaceful demonstrations and we saw the anger of those protesting 

reaching a boiling point. As a parent and educator, I wanted to express that I share your 

concerns over our children’s future, given the present socio-political turmoil in the country. We 

are all worried about what our children are thinking and how they’re processing what’s going on. 

Should we shelter our children from this violence? Do they need to know what is happening in 

the name of race, gender, and religion in this country? What are the schools doing to teach 

students about social justice, inequality, and racism in America? In light of the pandemic, it’s 

likely your children are connecting with social media and other media outlets more frequently 

than they may have in the past.  

As the leader of the Glen Rock School District, I can attest that our students, staff, parents, 

community, and Board of Education Trustees, are deeply saddened by this act of police brutality 

resulting in the death of George Floyd. We stand in support of those protesting for social change 

and justice and encourage our students to peacefully voice their thoughts, opinions and feelings 

through their Constitutional right to assemble and protest.  

This past year the district shared with the community the steps we have taken to create inclusive 

communities by promoting unity and respect, and empowering schools to reduce bullying, 

name-calling, and other expressions of bias. In addition, we shared examples of curriculum, 

lessons, and assemblies that promote unity, tolerance, and respect for all cultures, religions, and 

people. For example, please note the following: 

● The District joined the No Place for Hate Initiative and was recently certified by the ADL 

as a “No Place for Hate” District. 

● The District joined the Diversity Council on Global Education out of Kean University and 

sent teachers and administrators to attend workshops where they brought back lesson 

plans and shared materials with colleagues that focused on all types of diversity 

including racial, religious, and ethnic.  



● The High School’s Black Student Union club purpose and mission affords students the 

opportunity to learn about African American culture, inequality, and injustice in the 

Black community.  

● In October, the Middle School students experienced a lesson on acceptance of people's 

differences. This lesson was taught by the School Counselors. The Middle School also 

provided the students with a lesson on the 75th Anniversary of Auschwitz.  This lesson 

continued the district’s “No Place for Hate” initiative and was taught by all Middle School 

Social Studies teachers.  

● During the Week of Respect, all elementary schools focused on inclusivity, respect, 

diversity, and acceptance.  Led by guidance counselors, students were engaged in week 

long activities that reinforced these concepts in grades K-5. Though, during the Week of 

Respect there was a focus on these topics, topics such as tolerance, respect, and empathy 

are infused throughout the curriculum and routinely incorporated into daily lessons.  

● The district curriculum includes an emphasis on social justice in all grade levels 

beginning in kindergarten with a unit on citizenship to teach students about working 

together, respect, equality and fairness. Throughout all grades, the curriculum is rich 

with opportunities for students to analyze, discuss, and problem solve social justice 

issues through literacy, social studies, character education and art units of study in each 

grade level.  

Though the above are only a very small sample of how Glen Rock Schools addresses intolerance 

and infuses opportunities for lessons on inclusion, compassion, and acceptance, please be 

assured that these themes and topics remain at the forefront of instruction and are an important 

part of the positive school climate and culture that exist in our schools. 

We are a community of people who care deeply about each other. Please take care of yourselves 

and look after one another. Our teachers, guidance counselors and staff are here for you and 

your children. We encourage students to ask questions, as they are inquisitive. In addition, the 

Anti-defamation League has created a guide for families to discuss George Floyd, Racism and 

Law Enforcement, Table Talk: Family Conversations about Current Events. Parents, teachers, 

staff and children can all be part of the conversation. 

I encourage parents with specific questions regarding curriculum or instruction to contact their 

child’s principal or Dr. Kathy Regan, Director of Curriculum who can answer specific grade level 

questions.  

We are Glen Rock Schools! 

 

Brett Charleston, Ed.D 

Superintendent of Schools  

https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/george-floyd-racism-and-law-enforcement
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/george-floyd-racism-and-law-enforcement

